36        Truth on the Tragedy of France
It needs no microscope to see through this precious plan.
It is plain enough. After the Treaty of Versailles, the main
effort of the German campaign of revenge had been directed
against the dogma of German responsibility for the war
of 1914. In making the war-guilt clause their target, the
marksmen aimed at everything which followed from the guilt
acknowledged by the signature of their plenipotentiaries,
in other words, at everything which could be classed as
a punishment and, more especially, at reparations. What-
ever exaltation the Germans, and notably the Nazi leaders,
have made elsewhere of the use of force and of the virtue
of war, whether from real conviction or with the idea of
galvanising the spirit of the mass of their people, they have
always made it a point of honour to rid themselves, as of
a leaden cloak too heavy for their shoulders, of the respon-
sibility for the war of 1914 : as for the war of 1939, though
they began to work for it long ago, they have never ceased
their endeavours to throw the blame for it on the " Western
democracies," and, in particular, on Great Britain. By
ordering the hapless men of Vichy and the pseudo-judges
of Riom to take proceedings against certain individuals,
whom they wish first to defame and then to destroy, they
aim at attacking Mr. Chamberlain and Lord Halifax through
M. Daladier, at condemning Mr. Winston Churchill by
putting M. Mandel in the dock, and at arraigning England
by bringing France to trial.
In Dantzig at the end of October, 1939, when the Polish
campaign was drawing to a close, Herr von Ribbentrop,
in a venomous harangue, had already sought to dissociate
France from Great Britain, and asserted that the war had
been imposed on the French people by the British Govern-
ment. I should be greatly surprised if his cheek does not
still bear the trace of the blow administered by Mr. Neville
Chamberlain. The ex-Premier was far from being without
enemies in the House of Commons, but he had none on
Octpber 26th, when, hurling back the accusation against
England, he remarked dryly: " The whole world knows